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Sc o L OF I AW 
THrnq:EENTH ANNUAL 
The partners and friends of John 
F. Sonnett have endowed the John 
F. Sonnett Memorial Lecture in his 
memory. 
John Sonnett came to the firm of 
Cotton & Franklin (now Cahill 
Gordon & Reindel) as Managing 
Clerk in 1933 after college at :F'ord-
ham University. He held that job 
for the next three years while at-
tending Fordham Law School. 
After law school he spent five years 
with that firm as an associate, then 
joined the Unit<>d States Attorney's 
Office in 1941, where he became 
Chief Assistant before leaving for 
wartime vVashington. 
JORN F. SONNE TT 
1912-1969 
During World War II, he was 
Special Counsel for the Navy as-
signed to the Under Secretary of 
the Navy. Later, as Special Assistant to the Secretary of the 
Navy with the rank of Lieutenant Commander, he conducted the 
:final Navy investigation of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
In 1945 John joined the Department of Justice as Assistant 
Attorney General, first as head of the Claims Division and then 
as Chief of the Antitrust Division. 
He returned to Cahill Gordon & Reindel as a partner in May 
1948, and, upon John T. Cahill's death, John Sonnett hecame 
Senior Partner in 1966. His fame as a trial and appellate law-
yer was international at his untimely death in July 1969 . 
... .. 











THE ALUl\:[NI ASSOCIATION 
of the 
SCHOOL OF LA w 
of 
FORDHAM UNIVERSITY 
cordially invites you, to the 
series established in memory of 
J OH:N" F. SoNNETT 
to be held on 
Monday, May 9, 1983 
at 8:00 P.M . 
m the Pope Auditorium 
113 "\Vest 60th Street 
New York City 
The Lecture will be delivered by 
THE HONORABLE WILLIAM T. COLEMAN, JR.· 
Reception following the Lecture 
in the Faculty Lounge of the 
Leon Lowenstein Building 
*William T. Coleman, Jr., a senior partner at O'Melveny & Myers, 
began his career at the Bar as a law clerk, first with Judge Goodrich in 
the Third Circuit and then with Justice Frankfurter. He was a partner 
in a distinguished Philadelphia law firm before entering government 
service as Secretary of Transportation. Mr. Coleman is a Director of 
many corporations, including I.B.M., Pan American, AMAX, and Chase 
Manhattan Bank, Chairman of the Board of the NAACP, Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, a Trustee of the Rand Corporation and the 
Brookings Institution, and has served as a member of many Presidential 
Commissions. Last year he was appointed amicus curiae by the U. S. 
Supreme Court in Bob Jones University v. U. S. 
PREVIOUS JOHN F. SONNETT MEMORIAL LECTURERS 
The Honorable Tom Clark 
Justice. United States Supreme Court 
The Honcrable Cearbhall O'Dalaigh 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of 
frelcrnd 
The Honorable Irving R. Kaufman 
Chief Judge, United States Court of 
Appeals f01· thP Second Circuit 
The Honorable Warren E. Burger 
Chief Justice of the United States 
The Rt. Hon. Lord John Widgery 
Chief Justice of England 
The Honorable Robert J. Sheran 
Chief JusticP, S1171reme Court of 
Minnpsotn 
The Honorable Leon Jaworski 
Special Prosecutor 
The Honorable Griffin B; Bell 
United StnteH Attorney General 
Th<' Honorabl<' William Hughes Mulligan 
UnitPd State.~ Court of A71peals 
for lhe Second Circuit 
Th<' Honorable B<'njamin R. Civiletti 
Attorney General of the United Stnfe.q 
The Honorable Lawrence H. Cooke 
Chief Judge, New York Stat<' Court 
of A p71ea l.q 
The Rt. Hon. Sir Robert E. Megarry 
Vice Chancellor of England 
"The New Advocacy" 
"The Judge's Role" 
"Prison: The Judge's Dilemma" 
"The Special Skills of Advocacy: Are 
Specialized Training and Certification 
of Advocates Essential to Our System 
of Justice?" 
"ThP Compleat Advocate" 
"J\Iandatory Continuing Legal Edu-
cation for Lawyers and Judges as a 
Condition for the Maintaining of Pro-
fessional Licensing" 
"Watergate Through the Eyes of 
Leon Jaworski" 
"The Attorney General: The Federal 
Government's Chief Lawyer and Chief 
Litigator, or One Among Many?" 
"Cruel and Unusual PunishmPnts: 
The Proportionality Rule" 
"Tnt<'lligenr<' and tlw Law: Conflict 
or Compatibility?" 
"Waste Not. Wait Not" 
"Barristers and Judges in England 
Today" 
